BINGO LINK
The only magazine produced for the bingo industry

Issue 58 Summer 2002
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It’s all in the mix:

Competitions!

Make a million for Macmillan

AWP & jackpot machines

There’s all to play for

Bingo’s second coming!

Getting on famously: celebrity bingo fans
include Big Brother’s Brian Dowling (above)
and Atomic Kitten’s Natasha and Jenny (left)

famous dabbers include
Robbie Williams, Catherine
Zeta Jones and Bono, while
Russell Crowe first displayed
his dramatic talents calling
bingo numbers back home in
New Zealand.
Celebrity bingo has certainly
caught on in recent months.
With plenty of swank, bingo is
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ever-increasing number
of celebrities owning up to
being bingoing mad, it’s
certainly set to get bigger!
Denise Van Outen’s love of
bingo and her regular club
‘down the Essex Road’, in
London, is well recorded. On
the Steve Wright Show on
BBC Radio 2 recently, she
offered to take crooner Andy
Williams, ‘down the bingo’,
for a night to remember!
From Chloe’s designer
Phoebe Philo to Yasmin Le
Bon and Elle MacPherson,
they are all up for it. Other
Dafydd Jones

It’s more than thirty years
since bingo erupted into UK
popular consciousness,
rapidly achieving mass
popularity. Things were
swinging and people were
looking for new, fun ways to
spend their leisure time.
Since its heyday, bingo’s
popularity has waned,
becoming for many regular
players one of Britain’s bestkept secrets, with only the
initiated aware of what a
great night out it is. That is
all changing and with an

Continued on Page 3

Greater flexibility for bingo operators
The Deregulation (Bingo and
Other Gaming) Order 2002
came into effect on 29 March
2002 and brought about three
changes to the legislation
governing bingo. The most
eagerly awaited part of the
Order was the right for bingo
clubs to install both jackpot
and AWP machines in the
premises simultaneously.
The machine options now
available to bingo clubs are:
(1) To install up to four
jackpot machines – these
are available as of right upon
the grant (or renewal) of a
licence; or
(2) As an alternative to the
jackpot machines, to seek a

direction under Section 32(ii)
of the Gaming Act 1968 for a
specified number of AWP
machines; or
(3) As an addition to the
jackpot machines, to seek a
direction under Section 32
(iii) of the Gaming Act 1968
for a specified number of
AWP machines.
Since directions under
Section 32 can only be made
on the grant or renewal of a
licence, operators wishing to
install a mix of jackpot and
AWP machines must wait
until their current licence
comes up for renewal. The
renewal application must
specify the number of AWP

machines required and the
relevant sub-section of
Section 32, i.e. sub-section iii.
One point of detail that
should be noted by operators
is that they must wait until
the new (i.e. the renewed)
licence takes effect before
they can put the new
machine configuration into
action. Some operators had
the mistaken impression that
they could operate the new
configuration immediately the
direction had been given, but
this is not the case.
The timing of this Order
meant that those operators
whose licence renewals were
scheduled for the April 2002

gaming sessions were able
to take the opportunity
straightaway to obtain the
right to install both types of
machine. Feedback obtained
by The Bingo Association
suggests that, on the whole,
the courts were up to speed
with the change in law and
the applications were
processed smoothly.
The other two changes
contained in the Order are
equally welcome, if not as
high profile as the mix of
machines. At long last, the
requirement to give advance
notice to the court of a
change in the charging
system (the much-despised

Don’t miss Bingo Caller of the Year 2002! see page 6

‘14-day rule’) has been
abolished. The removal of this
small piece of bureaucratic
irrelevance is most welcome.
Lastly, the law on multiple
bingo has been changed
so as to give much greater
flexibility in the range of
prizes that can be offered.
This will prove to be a great
help in the future organisation
and presentation of the
National Game.

Bingo Link is published by
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news
The National Game
Quarterly news and update from Chief Executive Paul Talboys

The year 2002 has
continued to be
a good one for
the National Bingo
Game. New television
commercials were
aired during April and continued through to early May.
The advertisements, featuring a football mum and a
young woman on an army assault course, have been
well received by bingo players, managers and operators.
During the month of May bingo also achieved three
solid pages of editorial in The Sun, given over to ‘bingo
babes’ who had all won the National and had some
fun with their winnings.
The Big Game on Sunday 28 April proved a great
success for all the clubs playing, with many seeing
increases in ticket sales. It is clear that these big-prize
games attract both new and existing players and are a
vital part of bingo’s promotional tool kit. The next game
is planned for Sunday 27 October 2002.
Caller of the Year 2002 is now under way and I hope
everyone will join in the fun. This year there is extra
support from Halls Soothers, which should help to
ensure that the callers’ vocal chords remain in tip-top
condition and ready for action!
The website continues to see increasing numbers of
visitors and has also benefited from the recent burst of
television advertising. Finally, a quick reminder to NBGA
members, who should remember to check NGMWs for
online applications arriving at clubs.

National Bingo Game: key statistics
Total prize money since the game began
Total prize money played for in 2001
Total prize money played for in 2002 to date

£677,103,742
£50,176,626
£25,959,890

New look
for AGM
The format of the NBGA and
BA Annual General Meetings
saw radical changes this year
and, as the new, less formal
event got underway at Great
George Street in London’s
Westminster last April, it was
standing room only!
With no contentious issues
raised, the business sections
of the AGMs were swiftly
completed, and the four guest
speakers who followed proved
interesting and informative.
First up was the Rt Hon
Richard Caborn MP, Minister
for Sport. His message was
optimistic, as he outlined the
Government’s latest gaming
proposals: ‘Our proposals
will create a more open and
internationally competitive
gambling industry, offering a
wider choice for consumers
and generating additional
expenditure... I do not expect
that everybody is happy with
our proposals and there are
bound to be concerns, but
there will undoubtedly be
benefits for your industry
as we relax some of the
outdated regulations that

Chairman Sir Peter Fry (right) and Susannah Fitzgerald QC, who examined the legal
implications of the Government’s White Paper at this year’s revamped AGM

have placed burdens on you
for far too long.’
John Greenway MP,
opposition spokesperson,
followed and also supported
the industry. Traditionally, the
AGM had heard only the
Government viewpoint, so it
was a welcome change to
hear from the opposition as
well – especially as both
appeared to be generally
moving in the same direction.
Mr Greenway echoed the BA’s
concern about proliferation
and too swift a change
resulting from legislation.
Following an informal lunch,
Andrew Burnett of Merrill
Lynch gave a stimulating
talk on the opportunities open
to the industry as a result of
Government strategy. The

legal implications of the White
Paper were then explored
by Susannah Fitzgerald QC,
who gave a refreshingly
upbeat view on the subject.
The general consensus was
that the location and format
of the event was a great
improvement. Chairman,
Sir Peter Fry, expressed his
satisfaction with the event
and attendance, which was
up on recent years: ‘It seems
that a central London venue
is preferred, with external
speakers on key and
interesting topics. It was a
great success.’
Transcripts of the
Chairman’s report and some
key presentations will be
available on the BA website at
www.bingo-association.co.uk

Biggest games for 2001
Sunday 25 March with ticket sales of**
Sunday 23 December with ticket sales of**

859,989
832,467

Biggest game to date for 2002
Tuesday 30 April with ticket sales of*
Tuesday 28 May with ticket sales of*
*25p ticket game

940,039
915,514

**£1 ticket game
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Bingo in the headlines once again
Bingo made regular headline
Number of press hits by month
appearances in the first three
January February
March
months of 2002, with 513
National papers
7
2
18
individual stories appearing
Consumer magazines
6
1
4
Regional dailies/weeklies
158
135
159
in the national press. And
Electronic media
1
9
13
the Government Paper on
the future of gaming helped
TOTAL
172
147
194
raise awareness of the
For support with National Game winner coverage please contact
game and the issues
National Game Regional PR support on 01438 718 500
involved. Of the 513 stories,
201 were about National
Game winners, giving valuable named publicity for individual clubs, with many stories
featured on the front page.
Circulation figures for bingo stories run in the media totalled almost 62 million – a massive
number of people, many of whom are potential new players. The table above details written
media coverage only and does not include radio and television exposure.
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Bingo’s second coming!

Continued from Page 1

back and it’s playing to a
star-studded full house.
Both Mayfair’s plush private
club Home House and Ian
Schrager’s Sanderson Hotel
have recently hosted bingo
games for a glittering coterie
of society names. The recent
bingo night at Home House
was organised by party girl
Fran Cutler and drinks people
Archers. ‘Bingo appeals to
everyone,’ enthuses Cutler.
‘It’s a really simple game
where you don’t have to be
ultra-fit or brainy, as you do
with quizzes, and you can
drink at the same time. It’s an
all-round winner.’ Gala Bingo
provided the game, designed
exclusively for the event, and
the Big Brother 2 winner
Brian Dowling invented a new
naughty ‘bingo lingo’ in his
role as comedy compere for

Dafydd Jones
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Stone me!: Bianca Jagger plays for a full house at the Sanderson Hotel last May

the evening. Guests included
Atomic Kitten, the former
Hollyoaks actress Davinia
Murphy, Sara Cox and a cool
crowd of fashionistas.
There was no pink plastic to
be seen at the bingo game
hosted by Lady Helen Taylor

in the courtyard of the
Sanderson Hotel in May, in
aid of a children’s charity.
Everybody gathered under
the stars sipping elderflower
martinis, clutching their cards
(white £10, platinum £20 and
gold £50) and eager to play.

Full-house prizes for the three
games were British Grand
Prix tickets for Silverstone on
7 July, membership of the
Sanderson’s Agua spa and –
going for gold – a Bulgari
watch with a Richard James
suit thrown in. Formula One
champ Damon Hill lapped it
up: ‘I’m addicted to adrenaline,
that’s why I love it,’ he said.
‘It’s a bit like racing a Grand
Prix car: it’s pot luck.’
The mother-and-daughter
team Bianca and Jade
Jagger were ticking off those
numbers like pros; the model
Laura Bailey, in polka dots,
was concentrating intensely
while flashbulbs popped
around her; and Simon Le
Bon cunningly used his
wife Yasmin’s sparkly clad
shoulders as a desk to cross
his numbers off. Supermodel

On-Site
Refurbishment ?

Elle MacPherson was
shocked to think that bingo
had ever gone out of fashion.
‘I didn’t know it wasn’t cool,’
she protested. Elle clearly
has her finger on the pulse.
Such enthusiastic celebrity
endorsement can only be
good for the game. Shebah
Ronay, the excited line
winner of a private Red
Hot Chili Peppers gig, last
recalled playing bingo at a
school fete, and the hypnotist
Paul McKenna accompanied
his Aunt Gladys to the
village-hall bingo when he
was eight. ‘It’s like all these
other retro fashions,’ he
says. ‘We live in a retro age.
Maybe it’s down to our fear
of the future, but we’re
finding comfort in the past.’
Or maybe it’s quite simply a
top night out.

New ?

All seating projects manufactured or refurbished
Specialists in bingo seating systems Nationwide

Unit 18 Cotton Street Enterprise Park, 198 Swanston Street, Dalmarnock, Glasgow G40 4HH
Telephone 0141 550 4816
Fax 0141 550 3303 Email esl@enterseat.freeserve.co.uk

news

Future of bingo duty up for grabs
By Ian Moules, Senior Policy Adviser, HM Customs and Excise
The Chancellor’s Budget
announcement that he was
considering abolishing tax on stakes
and replacing it with a gross profits
tax presents an opportunity for the
industry to help shape the future
structure of bingo taxation.
The review provides the industry
with a chance to work with the
Government in designing a modern
and flexible taxation system that is
able to respond to the challenges that
lie ahead. The objective is to deliver

reform that benefits both the bingo
industry and its customers, as well as
Government, and is consistent with
the various changes, past and future,
in social law.
Of course, bingo duty is not the first
gambling tax we have sought to
modernise. It follows on from the
successful reforms of betting and
pools tax. The key to these recent
changes was the close and open
liaison between the industries and
Government officials. Replicating this

What’s the limit?
The bingo industry has grown accustomed to changes
in added prize money, link limits etc. taking effect yearly
at around the beginning of May. So what happened this
year? Here we are in July and still nothing!
Late in 2001, the Association put its recommendations
for change to the Gaming Board which, in turn, put its
own to Government. Normally, revised limits would have
been announced by early April 2002.
However, the gambling reform process was about to
take a lurch forward with the publication at the end of
March of the Government’s proposals ‘A Safe Bet for
Success’. What the Government knew then – and we
did not – was that one of the proposals in the document
was the removal of all monetary limits in bingo.
Furthermore, the document made it clear that where
changes could be effected by secondary legislation
(i.e. without having to wait for the new Act to come in),
the Government would use that mechanism to bring
them in as soon as possible.
Changes to monetary limits are made by secondary
legislation so the Government delayed taking action on
the recommendations from the Gaming Board, preferring
to review the situation further.
The Gaming Board and The Bingo Association were
therefore invited to review their proposals in the light of
the Government’s ‘A Safe Bet for Success’.
After a series of regional meetings in May, the
Association provided the Government with revised
proposals, which recommended substantial increases to
the limits on link games and prize bingo. The Government
is now considering the representations made by both the
Association and the Gaming Board and is expected to
make an announcement before Parliament rises for the
summer recess towards the end of July.

approach with the bingo sector is a
high priority for us.
We have already begun gathering
information and have met with
industry representatives to enhance
our understanding of the business.
This will continue over the next few
months, with plans to visit a range
of clubs to see how they operate.
Our first formal talks with The Bingo
Association took place on 3 July and
proved very constructive. We hope
that at subsequent meetings we can

explore the sort of replacement
regime the industry favours and that
Customs and the bingo industry can
work together towards our objectives.
Reform will require a lot of work
within a short time scale if changes
are to be implemented as soon after
Budget 2003 as possible.
Any further questions on the review
should be channelled through your
Association, who can bring your
points of view to the table at the
next joint meeting.

New Act unlikely before 2005
The Government’s response to the
report by the Gambling Review Body
was published towards the end of March.
It followed a period of consultation that
showed broad support for the reform
package. Overall, the Review Body’s
proposals were well received.
Encouraged by the results of the
consultation, the Government paper,
‘A Safe Bet for Success’ effectively
endorsed the vast majority of the 176
recommendations of the Review Body.
Many of the Review Body’s proposals
had been supported by the industry and
were therefore very welcome. Some,
however, were less welcome, going
against the proposals put forward by The
Bingo Association in its submissions to the
Review Body both initially and during the
consultation process. Regional meetings
were held in May to assess the grassroots
reaction to the Government’s proposals
and to review the Association’s position.
The outcome was confirmation of the
industry’s position, giving the Association’s
representatives the guidance and authority

to deal with the Government in the many
meetings that will inevitably take place
over the coming year while new legislation
is being drafted.
Drafting this new legislation is a huge
exercise involving an incredible amount
of detail, so the Government is holding
frequent meetings with representatives of
all the gambling industries to work through
the many issues from which the drafting
brief will be produced. The Bingo
Association is always represented, to
ensure that the industry’s views are heard,
even if they are not all accepted.
‘A Safe Bet for Success’ gives a clear
indication of the intended general structure
of the gambling industry in the future.
However, a Bill may not be ready to be
put before Parliament until autumn 2003
and it could take until 2005 at least, before
it is fully implemented. In the meantime,
discussions between Government and the
industry, and possible changes during the
Bill’s passage through Parliament could
see a somewhat different end result to the
legislative structure currently envisaged.

Competition winners
Joanne Dolan in Blackpool cleaned up by winning the Wash & Go competition in the last
issue of Bingo Link. Joanne works at Mecca Bingo in Talbot Road, Blackpool, and will be
offering the luxury bath sets as game prizes.
The bottles of Bubbles Galore Royal Gold have also been despatched to competition
winners, including Stefan Harrison at Club 2000 in Basingstoke, who stated on his entry
that ‘winning this prize will change my life!’
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Gala Casinos race to victory at Windsor
Despite wet weather
forecast for the entire
weekend, the Royal
Windsor Festival
sponsored by Gala
Casinos escaped the
worst of the rain and the
punters enjoyed a full
programme of racing.
The Festival ran at
the Royal Windsor
Racecourse over three
days in May. More than
11,000 people attended
the event, where each
day the feature race was
also sponsored by Gala.
Richard Sowerby,
Gala Group Sales and
Marketing Director says: ‘Gala was delighted to sponsor
this successful Festival as part of our programme of racing
support. A number of our casino and bingo club members
and City contacts attended the event. The Festival provided
an ideal opportunity to raise the awareness of our casinos
and to show how accessible they are.’

A winning combination: Gala Casinos sponsored the Royal Windsor Festival in May, which was enjoyed by 11,000 keen spectators

A unique opportunity to acquire a leading

BINGO COMPANY
in Scotland

Operating from well-furbished clubs with the latest in

Quad-Dual-Single Card Technology MCB Units
A MONOPOLY POSITION
IN ITS ENVIRONMENT

Ability to demonstrate continuous
growth in turnover and profits

Further enquiries in writing from Principals only to the Sole Selling Agents:

Morison Bishop
68 Queen Street, Edinburgh EH2 4NN Telephone: 0131 226 6541 Facsimile: 0131 226 3156

PMS INTERNATIONAL HAS THE BEST
SELECTION OF CHRISTMAS GOODS FOR
THE BINGO INDUSTRY AND THAT’S...snowballs
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Yorkshire Television

Link up for cash
Winning words: Bingo Manager Paul Ryan (third from right) and the Countdown team

Paul’s Countdown
to TV success
Bingo Club Manager Paul Ryan put in a star performance
at the end-of-series final of the popular letters and
numbers gameshow Countdown.
Paul, who is Manager of Beach Bingo Club in Denny, is
a committed Countdown fan and was thrilled to be chosen
to appear on the programme.
Having proved his worth, winning six games and solving
anagrams for words such as ‘postponed’, ‘watchable’ and
‘knackered’, Paul found himself back in the hot seat for
the quarter-final. Unfortunately he was then beaten by the
eventual winner of the competition, but nevertheless came
a very respectable third place overall.
During the competition Paul was lucky enough to meet
comedy songwriter Richard Digance, cricket commentator
Henry Blofeld and comedy writer Denis Norden, plus of
course the stars, Richard Whiteley and Carol Vorderman.

Link games have been with
us for some time, offering
players and operators
advantage and interest.
But now, the technology that
makes linked main-stage
bingo possible is also
capable of delivering linked
mechanised cash bingo
(MCB). The Digital Link
System, created by ECM
Systems, is the technology
that makes this possible.
Gala Bingo has been
running pilots in London
(East End), South Yorkshire,
East Midlands and Scotland
with great success.
According to Andy
Cunningham, Gala Bingo
MD, the technology has
infinite possibilities: ‘Gala
Bingo members now have
the chance to participate in
afternoon/evening linked
games of mechanised party
bingo within a geographical
market place for larger cash
prizes of £1,000+ per game
for a £1 stake per game,

resulting in clubs creating
even more winners each
session the games are
played. Members new and
old are visiting clubs earlier
to sample this unique selling
point; these value-for-money
games are attracting greater
audience participation.’
Many customers have said
that the ability to watch prize
funds for MCB increase
makes it all the more exciting,
adding another activity to the
menu of games offered.
Gala’s experience of linked
MCB has been so positive
that Peter Hannibal, its
Electronic Gaming Director,
has agreed to significant
increases in the number of

linked party bingo groups
throughout the Gala estate.
For many operators
already using the Digital
Link System, the cost of
offering linked MCB could
be minimal. In many cases
all that is required is an
upgrade, the nature of which
depends upon the age of the
equipment already in use.
Meeron, which currently
hosts many link games, has
introduced a new service for
linked MCB, which offers the
same benefits through its link
game service. Cash handling
and reconciliation come as
part of the service, so running
linked MCB need not be an
administrative burden.

Bingo Caller of the Year 2002
The competition to find
Britain’s top bingo caller
is now in full swing and
this year, for the first time
ever, it will be supported
by commercial sponsorship.
The winner will need not only a
great personality and plenty of
experience, but also the ability to
hold the attention of an audience with
a voice that is at once commanding
and soothing. So this year’s support
seems particularly apt: limited
sponsorship will come from Halls
Soothers, the eucalyptus and
menthol sweets with the fruity liquid
centre to help soothe tired throats.

The top entries from Scotland, the
North, the Midlands, the South and
Wales have been selected and these
callers are now preparing their video
entries. The judging panel will gather
on 1 August to view the videos and
select five callers from each of the
five regions to go forward to the
regional finals.
Regional finals are scheduled to
take place as follows:
Scotland: Monday 23 September,
Carlton Bingo Club, Livingston
North: Thursday 26 September,
Cosmo Bingo Club, Stalybridge
Midlands: Friday 27 September,
Walkers Bingo Club, Mansfield

Wales: Thursday 3 October, Castle
Leisure, Bridgend
South: Friday 4 October, Gala Bingo
Club, Brighton
The five regional winners will be
invited to bring their partners to
London, as guests of the NBGA,
for the weekend of 23–24 November.
There will be a welcoming dinner
at which entrants will have the
opportunity to meet the judges and
their fellow contestants before the
National Final on Sunday 24, at the
Mecca Bingo Club Garratt Lane,
London SW18 4LZ.
The talented and lucky winner will
win an all-expenses-paid trip for two
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to Las Vegas and Los Angeles,
where they might get the chance
to call a game in a Vegas casino –
plus £500 spending money into
the bargain.
As ambassador for the bingo
industry, the winner will be trained
as a media spokesperson and will
be invited to take part in TV and
radio interviews to talk about bingo,
during their year of office.
Watch this space for progress on
the search to find Bingo Caller of the
Year 2002! We’ll keep you posted
on the callers who make it through
to the final stages in the next issue
of Bingo Link.
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Full House
for Gala
Morecambe
Hundreds of members
made it a ‘Full House’ for
the relaunch of Gala Bingo,
Morecambe. Geraldine Smith,
MP for Morecambe and
Lunesdale officially re-opened
the club following a major
refurbishment. An investment
of nearly £1 million has made
the Morecambe club one of
the most modern in the UK.
A total of £200,000 in prize
money was up for grabs
throughout the day, with two
Full House wins at £1,000
each and the last game of
the evening played for either
a Ford Ka or £5,000 cash.

Cabaret performances by
comedy band Schooner kept
the members entertained
between bingo sessions.
Geraldine Smith MP says:
‘I was very impressed with
the refurbishment and the
investment of so much
money in Morecambe. It is a
great night out for people and
everyone here is so friendly.
I’m not used to seeing so
many people in one place –
the House of Commons is
usually quite empty!’
Project Manager Bob Smith
was pleased with the result:
‘We’d expected the relaunch

Eyes down: a packed house at the newly
refurbished Morecambe Gala Bingo enjoy
state-of-the-art technology and modern
surroundings. Geraldine Smith MP (left)
relaunches the club officially

to be a huge success but we
hadn’t anticipated that both
the Gala car park and the

wardens to direct members to
alternative parking!’
The refurbishment of Gala
Morecambe has taken 12
weeks. It included installing
state-of-the-art technology
and new décor throughout,
with a fabulous new bar and
diner, improved disabled
facilities and a new reception
area. It now accommodates
nearby council car park would more than 1,400 members –
be full by 5.30pm! Some of
that’s 200 more than before
our staff had to become traffic the refurbishment.

Getting one over on Beckham
As we went to press, shortly after
the final whistle of the World Cup,
Bingo Link’s Rosemarie Teece had
something in common with Brazil’s
football hero Ronaldo – and we’re
not talking hair cuts!
Before the competition started
Rosemarie was lucky enough to be
able to hold the genuine World Cup
trophy, in victory pose – a privilege
not shared by many. At the time,
she was hoping that David Beckham
and the England team would soon
be doing the same. But with England
losing out to Cup winners Brazil in
their final match, it was not to be.
Rosemarie’s once in a lifetime
opportunity came about as a result
of a Coca-Cola promotion. Well
before it was packed off to Japan
for the final ceremony, the World
Cup was taken on a tour of the UK,
making various stops along the
way at Sainsbury’s supermarkets.
Rosemarie had the honour of
accompanying the World Cup on

Diary

✍

16–19 September
Global Gaming Expo,
Las Vegas, USA
1 October
Liberalising Britain’s outdated
gambling laws
IBC one day conference
IBC UK conferences
27 October
Big Game NBGA

Rosemarie presents the World Cup to the Manchester crowd under the watchful eye of security guard Andy (left)

its journey from Newcastle Upon
Tyne to Manchester. Escorted by a
security guard, her journey involved
a chauffeur-driven limousine with
police out-riders and a trip in
Mohammed Al-Fayed’s personal
Air Harrods helicopter!
‘There was a huge crowd at
Manchester waiting to see the trophy

and the reception was fantastic,’
says Rosemarie. ‘The cheers were
deafening and were accompanied
by the clicking of dozens of cameras.
It was definitely an unforgettable
experience. I didn’t really want to
get one over on Beckham but one
Briton at least got to experience
that magic moment!’
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2–10 November
Game for Life 2002, with
Macmillan Cancer Relief
22 December
Big Game NBGA
If you have any key dates
or events that Bingo Link
readers should know about,
please drop us a line
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It’s all in the mix
Machine providers have taken on
board Richard Caborn’s remarks to
The Bingo Association AGM about
offering consumers a wider choice
and have come up with a plethora of
new machines to take advantage of
new regulations (see page 4).
Bingo clubs will have to wait until
their licence is up for renewal before
accommodating their new AWPs and
jackpot machines. This does mean,
however, that manufacturers have
had time to produce and test the
new machines. Most are set to attract
new players and retain current ones,
building on rather than replacing the
tried and tested.
We asked some key manufacturers
and suppliers to outline their bestselling machines:

Vivid Gaming
Stars & Stripes, a colourful lowtech bingo-style game, is the singleplayer version of the successful Red

White & Blue product. It uses the
classic Tic Tac Toe game format, with
red and blue stars superimposed on
the reel bands, enabling a 27-way
feature entry via the matrix. If
awarded the ‘flag’ feature, players
can choose either the Mega bingo or
Mega streak to gain big cash wins.
Roll Up Roll Up uses a well-proven
format, with red and blue symbols on
reel bands awarding 27-way feature
entry by way of the red and blue
matrix. Once into the feature, game
players can hit the roll button to start
the superb new five-reel cash climb
feature and then watch the cash wins
get progressively bigger as the arrows
take them ever closer to the jackpot.
If players roll up a mystery streak, it’s
definitely a star attraction.
Tic Tat Tut is a low-tech game in a
‘golden’ Rio cabinet and supported by
high-quality Egyptian-style graphics
and audio, and also offering an
autoplay option. The game uses a

classic Tic Tac Toe format and
27-way feature entry at three
levels. Once into the feature,
players can enjoy a Tuten
Streak and watch the cash
pot rise with every spin.
Egyptian Gold is a lowtech classic-format game,
supported by graphics and
audio. Equipped with an
autoplay option, this 27-way
feature entry game enables
players to get to the big
feature awards offered by a
five-reel progressive cash
climb, or to unearth the hidden
mysteries of the golden ‘streak’.

Astra Games
Astra has had a strong
affinity with bingo since the
success of their first game
Little Devils.
Party Time was originally
designed with the bingo

features
to again be fired onto the bed.
Electronically tagged tokens seeded
on the bed are detected when pushed
over to offer a ‘take it or leave it’ prize
Mazooma
up to £25! Wins are paid out via a £1
The Golden Game three player
introduces the new £25 level without and a 10p hopper.
‘This new concept brings a seaside
compromising the existing range.
flavour to bingo,’ says Mazooma’s
Its simple base game is designed to
appeal to all with the added top box
Andrew Murden. ‘Everyone who
visits the coast is familiar with the
offering the chance of big money.
A range of casino-style video AWPs, irresistible appeal of these simple
machines. It’s a game that anyone
including Pac Mania, Golden X,
can play and is certainly having a
Snake House and Red Hot Poker,
are especially designed to maximise fantastic on-site impact with crowds
of people playing and watching
the attraction of the new jackpot.
Electrocoin
In a quest to encourage new players, the game.’
Reel-based games are not
Electrocoin produced their first gaming Mazooma is testing a brand new
forgotten, with two new models on
machine using the Bar X brand name coin pusher concept, Casino Royal.
the way, namely Red Hot X and The
almost 20 years ago. Although the
Offering three player positions, it
Chickendales. Red Hot X offers a
design, technology and mechanism
employs a powerful top box to attract
single-player Golden X-style game
player attention. The game uses a
have all been modernised to keep up
with a set of top reels providing a big
with the times, today’s range of Bar X ‘closed loop’ coin system with coins
winning chance. Chickendales is
fired by the player onto the bed using
products remain popular. Currently,
the machine of choice for the country’s a ‘quick fire’ trigger. Coins pushed over loosely themed on the popular film
of similar name, featuring animated
the edge fall into a hopper, which
leading bingo operators is Bar X Ten,
but the new Magic 7 is already gaining records wins into a bank. An elevating chickens to provide a fun element to
its game streak.
hopper then takes the coins back up
popularity with players and looks set
player in mind, and has become a
firm favourite with bingo players of
all ages. The success of these games
has not abated, with Party Time
Arena receiving great feedback from
the bingo fraternity, with particular
emphasis on its ability to attract new
players. Astra’s new AWP release,
Jackpot X, is a classically styled game
that comes dressed in Astra’s new
‘Full Height Odyssey’ cabinet. It has
all the hallmarks of a bingo classic –
a mix of simple, fun-to-play games
with the chance to win big.

to continue the Bar X legend long
into the future.

Barcrest
Rio Grande is Barcrest Games’
current success story, its release
coinciding perfectly with deregulation
for bingo. Having already proven
itself in casinos, Rio Grande is now
demonstrating excellent results in
bingo clubs. Offering flexibility
across a range of stakes and jackpot
options, ranging from £2,000 to
£250, the machine has a note
acceptor fitted as standard, making it
easy to upgrade once the anticipated
‘credit for notes’ is introduced.

BFG
The latest low-tech offering from
BFG features something even
Spiderman doesn’t have – an
illuminated web that changes colour
according to the value of the win!
Player hints are also colour-coded.
This extra dimension on Casino
Money Spider is proving highly
entertaining to players, borne out by
some very positive early test figures.
Watch out for more news.

Link-up for

Linked MCB
The new game service from Meeron
To find out how you can become part of this latest game development and be ready to exploit potential Link limit
increases contact: Geoff Wilkinson 01964 530005, Dave Weetman 07970 822764, or e-mail us at info@meeron.com
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Christmas is coming
with Just Everything
We have a new range of toys, Christmas lighting and fibre optic displays all at
low, low prices. As well as our ever expanding ranges of branded clothing,
homewares, electrical gifts and our extensive range of watches and jewellery.
Our name explains itself, we stock everything at very competitive prices. Plan your Christmas prizes ahead
of time and secure your orders now from our huge range of lighting, Christmas animation dolls, fibre optic
lights and our fantastic new range of toys, your customers really will be merry this Christmas!

Our comprehensive
range includes:
• Household goods
• Kitchen equipment
• Branded electrical goods
• Lighting • Clocks
• Glassware • Toys
• Branded clothing and accessories
• Famous name sunglasses
• Porcelain dolls
• Famous name fragrances
• & much much more…

Top quality gold
and silver jewellery
Watches by Seconda, Umbro,
Avia, Zeon, Carvel and Accurist

Glass cabinets available
Conditions Apply

Contact:
Fax order

hot line:

We promise fast delivery
Our commitment to quality and
service is your guarantee
Sales positions now available, call for more information!

Leon / Gerald Summers

01606 351333
01606 352652
Phone lines open every day 7.30am to 7pm
Just Everything Ltd: P. O. Box 115
Northwich
Cheshire
CW9 7FT
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Gala Bingo announces
new Managing Director
Andy Cunningham has been promoted
to Managing Director of Gala Bingo.
After eleven years at the company, he
is now responsible for the day-to-day
management of the Gala estate, with
166 clubs and 7,500 employees
Andy Cunningham was promoted
from the post of Operations Director
and brings a wealth of experience
to the role, having worked in the
leisure industry – both in the UK
and abroad – since 1978. Speaking
of the promotion from the Gala
headquarters in Nottingham, Neil
Goulden, Managing Director of Gala
Group, said: ‘Andy’s challenge going
forward will be maintaining the high
admissions and profit growth in
bingo while preparing the division
for deregulation pre- and post-Budd
Report. His outstanding contribution
to the Group to date made him the
obvious choice to take Gala Bingo
to new levels of success.’
Bingo Link asked the new Gala
MD for his views on the future of
traditional bingo after Budd:
‘Much has already been said and
documented by many prominent
commentators with regard to the
bingo industry in a post-deregulated
environment. Speculation has
surrounded the building of largedestination “new
age” gaming
venues and bingo
clubs incorporating
smaller-style
casinos and
offering Las Vegasstyle machine
areas. Blackjack and
roulette may indeed
become
popular “interval
games” at some
of the larger bingo

clubs. Some jackpot machines
might well pay out many tens of
thousands of pounds, although this
may be the exception.
‘The vast majority of bingo clubs
will not change in such dramatic
fashion. Survival is an issue that
faces every traditional business,
whether owned by a single-site,
or multi-site operator. At Gala, for
instance, we have some 70-plus
traditional sites. I believe we can
continue to compete by delivering
smaller-scale deregulation at a
local level, and embracing and
participating in change in the
national arena. Traditional clubs
can, and will, survive.
‘With or without deregulation,
the key to survival has always
been attracting new players into
our clubs. Over-extraction and lack
of investment at all levels of the
industry have led to a downward
spiral in admission trends over the

years. Therefore such incentives as
the abolition of the “24-hour rule”
and the potential for rollovers on
multiple bingo games must be good
news for everyone.
‘Crucial to the
majority of the
industry is the
National Game.
It is the vehicle that
will allow us all to
offer “low-stake
high prizes” bingo
to both existing
and potential
customers,
whether the
game is played
in a bingo club,
casino, Internet

11

‘With or without
deregulation, the
key to survival
has always
been attracting
new players into
our clubs’
site or on interactive TV. Only then
can we start to begin competing with
the National Lottery and bring people
back to our clubs.
‘Government in this country moves
very slowly. Primary legislation has
only changed with regard to bingo in
1968 and 1985. As an industry, can
we afford to wait another 17 years
for more change? I, for one, can’t.’
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Let’s make the
Macmillan million!
Following the fantastic success of Game for Life 2001, this year’s challenge is
to add to the money already raised to reach the Macmillan million, which will
be donated to help people living with cancer, and their families

What’s new for 2002?
New dates
Taking on board comments from
clubs and advice from our PR
experts, we have decided to move
Game for Life Week 2002 to 2–10
November. We hope that this will
avoid holiday periods and other
nationwide events so that more
bingo players are encouraged to sign
up to take part, and media
interest will be maximised.

New prizes
A dog’s life: the Bingo Beagle is sure to be the star
attraction of this year’s Game for Life prize collection

Clubs will once again be offered soft
toy prizes, which proved so popular
in 2001. The Bingo Beagle (pictured)

is this year’s cuddly addition to the
Game for Life prize collection.

New PR award
Following the success of the regional
fundraising awards, Macmillan will
present a PR award to the club that
makes exceptional efforts to attract
local media interest in Game for Life.
Awards for top fundraising clubs will
also continue – it could be you!

New faces
Fiona Jackson is the new account
manager at Macmillan and will be
happy to offer support to members
in all their activities, from registering

to ordering merchandise. Catherine
Wilding at Macmillan’s press office
has put together an extensive PR
plan for Game for Life and will be
producing special materials to
advise clubs on communicating
with the media. Sarah Kershaw
remains the day-to-day contact for
participating clubs.
Commitment and merchandise
order forms should be with all
clubs by the time you read this.
Participating clubs will receive their
fundraising packs and promotional
materials in September and prize
orders will be sent out in October. We
are looking forward to a great week!

PH Toys Ltd are proud to announce they have joined forces with some
of the major worldwide “players” in the plush and giftware industry
This brings the benefits of sole UK distribution, to
include, Nintendo, Super Nintendo and “Classic
Characters” as well as Disney families new and
traditional, mixed juniors, Franklin the friendly tortoise,
Bob the Builder and the unforgettable “PINK PANTHER”.
All this along with our existing Looney Tunes,
Southpark, Bubblegum, Sony Playstation characters, and
generic plush and giftware to name but a few.
We have secured a very strong and healthy position
from which to cater for your every need, small enough
to move with the latest trends and fashionable crazes
but now with the backing of huge licences to support
you and regularly supply you. Our proactive sales
support both external and internal will be contacting all
of our existing customers to pass on this good news but
we more than welcome all enquiries.
So why not move into the “Pink” with PH Toys Ltd
and contact us now.

Telephone – 01724 290640, Fax – 01724 868582, Email – sales@phtoys.co.uk
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One for the kids!
PMS International, Britain’s biggest supplier of prizes and
gifts to the bingo industry is having huge
success with its Rugrats series of
licensed soft toys, and has kindly
donated a bespectacled Chuckie toy
(pictured) to Bingo Link.
For a chance to win, send your name and
address on a postcard to: ‘Rugrats’,
Bingo Link, Lexham House, 75 High
Street, Dunstable, Beds LU6 1JF.
Entries must be received by 30-08-02.
The winner will be selected at random.

Help yourself to
a healthy back!
In today’s leisure industry, health and safety is
paramount, and time lost due to back pain can
have a detrimental effect on your business. Help
yourself to a healthier back with Bingo Link’s
competition to win three McKenzie super rolls.
For ongoing or chronic back problems,
McKenzie® lumbar rolls alleviate pain and
prevent lumbar problems from becoming
more severe. Used correctly, they can help
prevent the onset of back pain and reduce
pressure in the discs of the lumbar spine.
The lumbar rolls were developed by
physiotherapist Robin McKenzie, founder
of the International McKenzie Institute and
world authority on back pain. They are
exclusively made and distributed in the
UK by the Mobilis Healthcare Group and
are widely recommended by hospital
physiotherapists and
private practitioners.
The original
McKenzie lumbar
roll (£12.99 + £4
carriage) is perfect

for use in the car
or office. The
slimmer McKenzie
super roll (£18.99
+ £4 carriage) is the ideal travel companion
on the train, plane or coach.
To find out more, or to order, call 0161 678
0233 or visit www.mobilishealthcare.com
Bingo Link has teamed up with Mobilis to
give away three super rolls. For your chance
to win, send your name and address on a
postcard to: Mobilis competition, Bingo Link,
Lexham House, 75 High Street, Dunstable,
Beds LU6 1JF. Closing date for entries is
30 August 2002. Competition winners will
be selected at random.
For details of last issue’s competition
winners, turn to page 4

CALLING ALL BINGO OPERATORS
HOTEL AND LEISURE

TOP TEN
BINGO
IF YOU ARE THINKING OF SELLING
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Edward Symmons Hotel & Leisure are retained by
Top Ten Bingo to acquire new clubs on their behalf.
If you want to sell call:

COLIN WHITE OR PAUL GRATTON

Tel: 020 7344 4500
email: colin.white@edwardsymmons.com

SPECIALIST PROPERTY SERVICES
www.edwardsymmons.com

You can be

BINGO CALLER
OF THE YEAR
2002
see page 6 for details
of your regional final

